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“A popular government, 

without popular 

information, or the mean 

of acquiring it, is but a 

prologue to a farce or a 

tragedy; or perhaps both. 

Knowledge will forever 

govern ignorance; and a govern ignorance; and a 

people who mean to be 

their own governors must 

arm themselves with the 

power which knowledge 

gives.”
—James Madison



“If large numbers of 

people believe in freedom 

of speech, there will be 

freedom of speech, even if 

the law forbids it. But if 

public opinion is sluggish, 

inconvenient minorities 

will be persecuted, even if will be persecuted, even if 

laws exist to protect 

them.”
—George Orwell



“If there is a bedrock 

principle underlying the 

First Amendment, it is that 

the government may not 

prohibit the expression of 

an idea simply because 

society finds the idea itself 

offensive or disagreeable.”offensive or disagreeable.”

—Supreme Court Justice 

William  J. Brennan, Jr.



“I disapprove of what 

you say, but I will defend 

to the death your right 

to say it .”
—Evelyn Beatrice Hall



1. Government does have a role in 

protecting free speech and promoting 

“the means of acquiring it.”

2. It’s not enough to have laws. People 

must actively defend freedom of must actively defend freedom of 

expression every day, or risk losing it.  

3. We must defend everyone’s right to 

speak freely, even those expressing 

radical or unpopular views.
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JournalistsJournalists



Right to RecordRight to Record

Oppose State LawsOppose State Laws

Educate Local PoliceEducate Local PoliceEducate Local PoliceEducate Local Police

Enlist the Justice Department on First Enlist the Justice Department on First 

Amendment basisAmendment basis

… and … and citizen journalistscitizen journalists
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Make Applications SafeMake Applications Safe

Organize Public Pressure CampaignsOrganize Public Pressure Campaigns

Establish and Enforce Corporate Establish and Enforce Corporate Establish and Enforce Corporate Establish and Enforce Corporate 

Standards for Protecting Free SpeechStandards for Protecting Free Speech

Enforce Privacy Protections in LawEnforce Privacy Protections in Law
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Protect Open NetworksProtect Open Networks

Enforce Net NeutralityEnforce Net Neutrality

Expand Unlicensed SpectrumExpand Unlicensed SpectrumExpand Unlicensed SpectrumExpand Unlicensed Spectrum

Resist Unreasonable Data Capping and Resist Unreasonable Data Capping and 

Other Efforts to Curtail UsageOther Efforts to Curtail Usage



Completing the Loop Completing the Loop 
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2. Applications2. Applications

3. Networks3. Networks
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4. Audience4. Audience



The Digital DivideThe Digital Divide

Nearly 20 million Americans can’t Nearly 20 million Americans can’t 

get broadband.get broadband.

U.S Broadband is expensive compared to U.S Broadband is expensive compared to 

other developed countries.other developed countries.

AA third don’t or can’t get online.third don’t or can’t get online.



Promote Universal AccessPromote Universal Access

Fund Private/Public InitiativesFund Private/Public Initiatives

Give Internet Users a ChoiceGive Internet Users a Choice

Support Municipal NetworksSupport Municipal Networks



Demand Everyone’s Demand Everyone’s 

Right to RecordRight to Record

Protect Open Protect Open 

NetworksNetworks

Completing the Loop Completing the Loop 

Promote Promote 

Universal Universal 

AccessAccess

Make Applications Make Applications 

Safe to UseSafe to Use

NetworksNetworks
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Internet access, diverse media ownership, vibrant public 

media and quality journalism.


